MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
"The very appearance of our large towns and indus-
trial centres has changed. The inevitable hail-marks of
the big towns in bourgeois countries are the slums, the
so-called working-class districts on the outskirts of the
town, which represent a heap of dark, damp, in the
majority of cases, cellar dwellings, in a semi-dilapidated
condition, where usually the poor live in filth and curse
their fate. The Revolution in the U.S.S.R. has swept
away the slums in our country. Their place has been
taken by well-built and bright workers5 districts and in
many cases the working-class districts of our towns are
better built than the central districts."
And in 1931 Kaganovich spoke as follows:
"During the first five years 30 million square metres of
new housing space have been built in the UJS.S.R. . . .
Let the bourgeois slanderers point to one country in Europe
where such extensive housing construction has been
undertaken during the past five years,"
Komorov, People's Commissar of Communal Affairs of
the R.S.F.S.R., said in January I935,1 after referring to the
achievements in housing in the U.S.S.R., "No bourgeois
country has ever known housing construction on such a
scale."
In fact, the rate of building in the U.S.S.R. has been
incomparably slower than in the United Kingdom. The
U.S.S.R. has only once built more than 6 million square
metres of new housing space in a single year. The United
Kingdom in 1935 added to its housing space over 15 million
square metres, a rate of building per thousand of the
population over ten times greater than that in the Soviet
Union!
Moscow's record is much better than that of the U.S.S.R.
as a whole. Moscow has been building something under
half a million square metres of housing area per annum,
which gives accommodation equivalent to about 10,000 of
our standard three-bedroom non-parlour municipal houses.
If in the United Kingdom \ve built at the same rate as
Moscow per thousand of the population, we should be
building 125,000 such houses each year; in fact, we are now
1 Moscow Daify Aimes, January aoth 1935*
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